






At its height, the Byzantine empire covered an area 
from Rome through southeastern Europe and Asia 
Minor, down to Egypt and across North Africa. 



The Byzantines and Russians 500-1500 



Above is a map of the layout of Constantinople at the time of 
Justinian.   



Section of the aqueducts built by Valens, as seen from 
driving into modern day Istanbul.  



Was  constantly at war with Persia over the 
Bosporus Strait, a key trade entrance into 
Central Asia. 



The Walls of Theodosius, as they look today.  Many parts of the 
wall are scattered throughout Turkey.   



Justinian:   
• Became emperor in 527 
 
•Ruled almost all the territory that Rome ruled 
 
•Ruled with absolute power, ruthless 
 
•Head of the Eastern church and government 
 
•Justinian Code:  The Code,  Digest,  Institutes,  
Novellae 
 
• Built a 14-mile stone wall, fortifications, 
baths, aqueducts, law courts, schools,  and 
hospitals 
 
•Rebuilt the Hagia Sophia, put down Nika 
Rebellion 
 
•Justinian plague 
 
• Married to the Empress Theodora 
•Died in 565 



The Empress 
Theodora portrayed 
in a mosaic, in Hagia 

Sophia 



Justinian’s Code 

   It was an organized  
collection of 
Roman laws with 
explanations. 

It became a basis for 
the legal systems of 

most  European 
Countries.   



Comparing Two Codes of Law 

Justinian’s Code Both North Carolina’s Code 

Marriage between different 
classes not allowed 

Only monogamous marriage 
is allowed (can’t be closely 
related either) 

Marriage between any 
classes  is allowed 

Upper classes are entitled to 
better compensation for 
injuries 

Assault and battery are 
considered serious crimes. 

Those convicted of assault & 
battery receive the same 
punishment 

Convicted robbers are 
required to pay 3x the 
amount stolen 

Personal property is 
protected by law 

Convicted robbers are sent 
to prison 

You must have 7 “legal” 
witnesses in the making of a 
will 

You must be of “sound mind 
and body” to create a will 

You need two witnesses in 
the making of a will 



Great Schism 



1054:  The pope and the patriarch excommunicated each 
other, officially splitting Christianity between the Eastern 

Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches.  











Interior view of the  
Hagia Sophia 
Translated:   

“Church of the Holy 
Wisdom” 

Dedicated in 537 AD 
 








